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Lobbying America tells the story of the political mobilization of American business in the 1970s and 1980s.
Benjamin Waterhouse traces the rise and ultimate fragmentation of a broad-based effort to unify the business
community and promote a fiscally conservative, antiregulatory, and market-oriented policy agenda to
Congress and the country at large. Arguing that business's political involvement was historically distinctive
during this period, Waterhouse illustrates the changing power and goals of America's top corporate leaders.

Examining the rise of the Business Roundtable and the revitalization of older business associations such as
the National Association of Manufacturers and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Waterhouse takes readers
inside the mind-set of the powerful CEOs who responded to the crises of inflation, recession, and declining
industrial productivity by organizing an effective and disciplined lobbying force. By the mid-1970s, that
coalition transformed the economic power of the capitalist class into a broad-reaching political movement
with real policy consequences. Ironically, the cohesion that characterized organized business failed to
survive the ascent of conservative politics during the 1980s, and many of the coalition's top goals on
regulatory and fiscal policies remained unfulfilled. The industrial CEOs who fancied themselves the "voice
of business" found themselves one voice among many vying for influence in an increasingly turbulent and
unsettled economic landscape.

Complicating assumptions that wealthy business leaders naturally get their way in Washington, Lobbying
America shows how economic and political powers interact in the American democratic system.
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From reader reviews:

Alva Sexton:

This book untitled Lobbying America: The Politics of Business from Nixon to NAFTA (Politics and Society
in Twentieth-Century America) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Charles Anderson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be Lobbying America: The Politics of Business from Nixon to
NAFTA (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

June Hargrove:

Beside this particular Lobbying America: The Politics of Business from Nixon to NAFTA (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Lobbying America: The Politics of Business from Nixon to NAFTA (Politics and Society in Twentieth-
Century America) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but
you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Kara Hogan:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book Lobbying America: The Politics of Business from Nixon to NAFTA (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Lobbying America: The Politics of



Business from Nixon to NAFTA (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America). You can more
attractive than now.
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