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In the tradition of The Glass Castle and With or Without You, a bracingly funny and chilling true crime
memoir about a girl’s gutsy journey to escape her charismatic yet cruel father’s reign—an
unforgettable story of violence, love, and, ultimately, triumph.

It’s the 1960s in Manchester, New Hampshire, and little Gloria Norris is growing up in the projects. Her
parents are Jimmy and Shirley, her sister is Virginia, and her cat is Sylvester. A photo might show a happy,
young family, but only a dummkopf would believe that.

Jimmy’s a wiseguy who relies on charm, snappy wit, and an unyielding belief that he’s above the law; as his
youngest daughter, Gloria is just like him. Or at least, she knows that she needs to stay on his good side so he
doesn’t brain her one. Jimmy is violent: he’s passionate about hunting, horse races and slasher flicks, and
he’s prone to outbursts that have him screaming and reaching for his shotgun. Shirley, mild and meek as she
is, tries to protect the girls from Jimmy’s most brutal moments, but the thing with Jimmy is that it’s his way
or the highway. Virginia, older and wiser, tries to stand up to Jimmy. Gloria just wants to make him happy.

He takes Gloria everywhere. Fishing, hunting, drive-ins, and to his parents dingy bar—a hole in the wall with
pickled eggs and pickled alkies. The only place Gloria can’t go is the dive where Jimmy bets on horses. It’s
there, as she sits and waits for hours on end, that she imagines a life different from her own. Gloria’s favorite
of Jimmy’s haunts? Hank Piasecny’s gun shop. While Hank and Jimmy throw good-humored insults at each
other, Gloria talks to Hank’s daughter, Susan. Smart, pretty, kind, and ambitious, Susan is Gloria’s idol. She
represents everything Gloria wants to be—and can be, as long as she tries as hard in school. Just like Susan
tells her too.

It’s only when Hank commits an unspeakable act of violence, that Gloria and Susan suddenly find
themselves on different paths. Hank’s violence and Susan’s grief serve as eerie warnings of a life to come,
especially as Jimmy falls into a depression that has him making threats and reaching for his guns more often
and with greater relish.

Against all odds, Gloria’s fiery determination takes shape and she sets herself on a path away from the cycle
of violence whirling around her—in her home, in the projects, in her small New Hampshire city and even in
the national landscape where the assassinations of President Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and the
brutality of Vietnam underscore the tragedies she witnesses up close.

Gloria Norris’s unconventional coming-of-age memoir jangles with electricity and suspense. The life of this
gutsy young girl is unforgettable and inspiring, wrought with dark humor and tenderness. From the darkness
her irrepressible pluck and determination emerges and Gloria triumphantly carves out a good life on her own
terms.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Hutchison:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this KooKooLand.

Robert Araiza:

The book KooKooLand will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain
the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The
book KooKooLand is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Heather Killen:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking KooKooLand that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said
as the method for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to
pick KooKooLand become your starter.

Ernestine Biggs:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
is KooKooLand this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all
of you.
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