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What does the world admire most about America? Science, technology, higher education, consumer
goods—but not, it seems, freedom and democracy. Indeed, these ideals are in global retreat, for reasons
ranging from ill-conceived foreign policy to the financial crisis and the sophisticated propaganda of modern
authoritarians. Another reason, explored for the first time in this pathbreaking book, is the distorted picture
of freedom and democracy found in America's cultural exports.

In interviews with thoughtful observers in eleven countries, Martha Bayles heard many objections to the
violence and vulgarity pervading today's popular culture. But she also heard a deeper complaint: namely, that
America no longer shares the best of itself. Tracing this change to the end of the Cold War, Bayles shows
how public diplomacy was scaled back, and in-your-face entertainment became America's de facto
ambassador.

This book focuses on the present and recent past, but its perspective is deeply rooted in American history,
culture, religion, and political thought. At its heart is an affirmation of a certain ethos—of hope for human
freedom tempered with prudence about human nature—that is truly the aspect of America most admired by
others. And its author’s purpose is less to find fault than to help chart a positive path for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture,
Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad has been making you to know about other knowledge and
of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Through a Screen
Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad is not only giving you more new
information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture,
Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Kenneth Flowers:

This Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This specific Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public
Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public
Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad having fine
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Edward Trotta:

This Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad is
completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and
America's Image Abroad can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is
easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean
in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy
this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better
life along with knowledge.



Wm Mills:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top listing in your reading list will be Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and
America's Image Abroad. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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