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When feminists argued for political rightsin the context of liberal democracy they faced an impossible
choice. On the one hand, they insisted that the differences between men and women were irrelevant for
citizenship. On the other hand, by the fact that they acted on behalf of women, they introduced the very idea
of difference they sought to eliminate. This paradox--the need both to accept and to refuse sexual difference
in politics--was the constitutive condition of the long struggle by women to gain the right of citizenship. In
this new book, remarkable in both its findings and its methodology, award-winning historian Joan Wallach
Scott reads feminist history in terms of this paradox of sexual difference.

Focusing on four French feminist activists--Olympe de Gouges, who wrote the Declaration of the Rights of
Woman and Citizen during the French Revolution; Jeanne Deroin, a utopian socialist and candidate for
legidative office in 1848; Hubertine Auclert, the suffragist of the Third Republic; and Madeleine Pelletier, a
psychiatrist in the early twentieth century who argued that women must "virilize" themselvesin order to gain
equality--Scott charts the repetitions and variations in feminist history. Again and again, feministstried to
prove they were individuals, according to the standards of individuality of their day. Again and again, they
confronted the assumption that individuals were men. But when sexual difference wastaken to be a
fundamental difference, when only men were regarded as individuals and thus as citizens, how could women
also be citizens? The imaginative and courageous answers feminists offered to these questions are the subject
of this engaging book.
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From reader reviews:
Kathleen Owens:

The book Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists and the Rights of Man can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we |leave the great thing like a book Only Paradoxesto
Offer: French Feminists and the Rights of Man? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all
of these. Book Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists and the Rights of Man has simple shape but you
know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open up and
read abook. So it isvery wonderful.

L ouie Thompson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Only Paradoxes to Offer: French
Feminists and the Rights of Man that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists and
the Rights of Man become your own personal starter.

Michelle Dewees:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time almost no but quite enough to experience alook at some books. On the list of booksin the top
record in your reading list is usually Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists and the Rights of Man. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Linda Gabridl:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading abook. They are directly felt the ideawhen
they get ahalf areas of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists
and the Rights of Man to make your personal reading is interesting. Y our current skill of reading proficiency
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It isto be initially opinion for you to like to wide open
abook and examine it. Beside that the guide Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists and the Rights of
Man can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're



doing of their time.
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