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A family seated round the fireplace
Singing and making merry;
A sprightly waltz played with grace

Noche Buena brings us all the magic of the Christmas season as seen through the eyes of the Hispanic
Americans who celebrate it. Christmas is at times a universal story, and many of the images here are
recognizable across cultures. We hear and see proud, joyful singing; the adoration of the Infant Jesus; and the
peaceful strains of Adeste Fidelis. But here as well are the rich traditions and legends specific to the Hispanic
culture, such as the celebration of the posadas for nine nights leading up to Christmas, with candy raining
down from colorful swinging piñatas, egg shells filled with confetti, and beautiful paper lanterns crafted to
illuminate the town on Christmas Eve. There is the "Legend of the Poinsettia" where a poor child
embarrassed by the modesty of his gift for the Christ Child sheds tears on the dull green leaves of the
familiar plant, thereby miraculously transforming them to a brilliant red. And here too are hopeful children
singing "If You Give Me Meat Pies," asking for the reward of warm meat pies and rice pudding in return for
their sweet caroling.
Thirty-six inspiring literary selections comprise this enchanting collection of works from Mexican,
Colombian, Cuban, and Puerto Rican writers--writers who represent the range of Hispanic minority groups
in the United States. Through these stories, traditional tales, songs, and poetry, readers gain a true
understanding of the importance of the Christmas holiday within the Hispanic community, and begin to
grasp the issues that inform the Hispanic American creative process--issues such as communal identity,
patriotism, poverty, assimilation, and religion. With vivid illustrations and original Spanish text for all
poetry, this fascinating anthology will inform readers of all cultural backgrounds, and give them the
opportunity to celebrate this cherished time with a newly extended family.
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From reader reviews:

Josephine Widman:

The book Noche Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Noche Buena:
Hispanic American Christmas Stories for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like start and read a book Noche Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think
about this book?

Annie Rose:

The book Noche Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories has a lot info on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this book.

Brian Scheele:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be
learn. Noche Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories can be your answer as it can be read by you who
have those short free time problems.

Andre Barrett:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Noche Buena: Hispanic American
Christmas Stories can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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