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Across the Soviet Bloc, from the 1960s until the collapse of communism, the automobile exemplified the
tension between the ideological imperatives of political authorities and the aspirations of ordinary citizens.
For the latter, the automobile was the ticket to personal freedom and a piece of the imagined consumer
paradise of the West. For the authorities, the personal car was a private, mobile space that challenged the
most basic assumptions of the collectivity. The "socialist car"-and the car culture that built up around it-was
the result of an always unstable compromise between official ideology, available resources, and the desires
of anincreasingly restless citizenry. In The Socialist Car, eleven scholars from Europe and North America
explorein vivid detail the interface between the motorcar and the state socialist countries of Eastern Europe,
including the USSR.

In addition to the metal, glass, upholstery, and plastic from which the Ladas, Dacias, Trabants, and other still
extant but aging models were fabricated, the socialist car embodied East Europeans' longings and
compromises, hopes and disappointments. The socialist car represented both aspirations of overcoming the
technological gap between the capitalist first and socialist second worlds and dreams of enhancing personal
mobility and status. Certain features of automobility-shortages and privileges, waiting lists and lack of
readily available credit, the inadequacy of streets and highways-prevailed across the Soviet Bloc. In this
collective history, the authors put aside both ridicule and nostalgiain the interest of trying to understand the
socialist car in its own context.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Stratton:

This The Socialist Car: automobility in the Eastern Bloc tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Socialist Car: automobility in the Eastern
Bloc can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this The Socialist Car: automobility in the Eastern Bloc giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
pastime. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

Eileen Matherly:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn abook you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The The Socialist Car: automobility in the Eastern Bloc provide you with new experiencein
studying a book.

Susan Albro:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. Thisreserve The Socidist Car: automobility in the Eastern Bloc wasfilled in
relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some peopl e has severa feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
realy feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book you wanted.

Meéellisa Holden:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Socialist Car: automobility in the Eastern
Bloc was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Socialist Car:
automohility in the Eastern Bloc has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So, not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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