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"He comes as yet unknown into a hamlet of Lower Galilee. He is watched by the cold, hard eyes of peasants
living long enough at a subsistence level to know exactly where the line is drawn between poverty and
destitution. He looks like a beggar yet his eyes lack the proper cringe, his voice the proper whine, his walk
the proper shuffle. He speaks about the rule of God and they listen as much from curiosity as anything else.
They know all about rule and power, about kingdom and empire, but they know it in terms of tax and debt,
malnutrition and sickness, agrarian oppression and demonic possession. What, they really want to know, can
this kingdom of God do for a lame child, a blind parent, a demented soul screaming its tortured isolation
among the graves that mark the edges of the village?"

–– from "The Gospel of Jesus," overture to The Historical Jesus

The Historical Jesus reveals the true Jesus––who he was, what he did, what he said. It opens with "The
Gospel of Jesus," Crossan's studied determination of Jesus' actual words and actions stripped of any
subsequent additions and placed in a capsule account of his life story. The Jesus who emerges is a savvy and
courageous Jewish Mediterranean peasant, a radical social revolutionary, with a rhapsodic vision of
economic, political, and religious egalitarianism and a social program for creating it.

The conventional wisdom of critical historical scholarship has long held that too little is known about the
historical Jesus to say definitively much more than that he lived and had a tremendous impact on his
followers. "There were always historians who said it could not be done because of historical problems,"
writes Crossan. "There were always theologians who said it should not be done because of theological
objections. And there were always scholars who said the former when they meant the latter.'

With this ground–breaking work, John Dominic Crossan emphatically sweeps these notions aside. He
demonstrates that Jesus is actually one of the best documented figures in ancient history; the challenge is the
complexity of the sources. The vivid portrayal of Jesus that emerges from Crossan's unique methodology
combines the complementary disciplines of social anthropology, Greco–Roman history, and the literary
analysis of specific pronouncements, anecdotes, confessions and interpretations involving Jesus. All three
levels cooperate equally and fully in an effective synthesis that provides the most definitive presentation of
the historical Jesus yet attained.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Clayton:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant offer you a new experience in studying a
book.

Nathan Ware:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
to your account is The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant this publication consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Wayne Gaddis:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Historical Jesus: The Life of a
Mediterranean Jewish Peasant which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Elsie Hawkins:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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