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At a time when so many cracks have emerged within the imagined community of ‘the West', this important
new book, by one of the leading social scientists in Europe, examines the intellectual history of comparing
Europe and the United States. Claus Offe considers the perspectives adopted by three of Europe’s greatest
social scientists – Alexis de Tocqueville, Max Weber and Theodor W. Adorno – in their comparative
writings on Europe.
While traveling, studying and working in the US, all three constantly looked back to their European origins,
trying to decipher from their American experience what the future may hold for Europe, be it for better or
worse. Alexis de Tocqueville, the French aristocrat, observed the functioning of American democracy with a
mix of admiration, envy and deep concerns about the fate of liberty in the ‘democratic age'. Max Weber, the
German sociologist, reported enthusiastically about the youthful energy he found in the United States, which,
however, he saw as gradually succumbing to the stifling tendencies of European bureaucratization. Theodor
W. Adorno, the critical theorist and refugee from Nazi Germany, observed with a sense of despair the
workings of the American ‘culture industry’ which he equated to the totalitarian experience of Europe, only
to switch to a much more favorable picture upon his return to Germany.
Europe and the US are conventionally assumed to share the same trajectory and develop according to some
common pattern of ‘occidental rationalism', with the observed differences resulting from mere lags and
relative advances on one side or the other. In this insightful book, Offe questions the relevance of this
paradigm to transatlantic relations today.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Anderson:

Here thing why this particular Reflections on America: Tocqueville, Weber and Adorno in the United States
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Reflections on America: Tocqueville,
Weber and Adorno in the United States giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no book that similar with Reflections on America: Tocqueville, Weber and
Adorno in the United States. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Reflections on America: Tocqueville, Weber and Adorno in the United
States in e-book can be your alternate.

Bert Ferguson:

Often the book Reflections on America: Tocqueville, Weber and Adorno in the United States will bring you
to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Reflections on America:
Tocqueville, Weber and Adorno in the United States is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

James Barclay:

The reason why? Because this Reflections on America: Tocqueville, Weber and Adorno in the United States
is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Eunice Holt:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Reflections on America: Tocqueville, Weber and Adorno in the United States your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely
will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one
application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Reflections on
America: Tocqueville, Weber and Adorno in the United States giving you another experience more than



blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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