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`Truth uncompromisingly told will always have its ragged edges.' So wrote Melville of Billy Budd, Sailor,
among the greatest of his works and, in its richness and ambiguity, among the most problematic. As the critic
E. L. Grant Watson writes, `In this short history of the impressment and hanging of a handsome sailor-boy
are to be discovered problems as profound as those which puzzle us in the pages of the Gospels.'

Outwardly a compelling narrative of events aboard a British man-of-war during the turmoil of the
Napoleonic Wars, Billy Budd, Sailor is a nautical recasting of the Fall, a parable of good and evil, a
meditation on justice and political governance, and a searching portrait of three extraordinary men. The
passion it has aroused in its readers over the years is a measure of how deeply it addresses some of the
fundamental questions of experience that every age must reexamine for itself.

The selection in this volume represents the best of Melville's shorter fiction, and uses the most authoritative
texts. The eight shorter tales included here were composed during Melville's years as a magazine writer in
the mid 1850's and establish him, along with Hawthorne and Poe, as the greatest American story writer of his
age. Several of the tales - Bartleby the Scrivener, Benito Cereno, The Encantadas, The Paradise of Bachelors
and the Tartarus of Maids - are
acknowledged masterpieces of their genres. All show Melville a master of irony, point-of-view, and tone
whose fables ripple out in nearly endless circles of meaning.
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Blow:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Billy Budd, Sailor and Selected Tales (Oxford
World's Classics). Try to make book Billy Budd, Sailor and Selected Tales (Oxford World's Classics) as your
good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Paul Erdmann:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on and
with addition of knowledge. Even you love Billy Budd, Sailor and Selected Tales (Oxford World's Classics),
you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Celia Redmond:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Billy Budd, Sailor and Selected
Tales (Oxford World's Classics) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jeffrey Peak:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Billy Budd, Sailor and Selected Tales (Oxford
World's Classics).
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