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This book offers a semiotically informed ethnographic study of contemporary culture in Rajasthan and in
India generally. It adapts the methodology of analyzing cultures found in Roland Barthes' semiotic portrait of
Japanese culture, Empire of Signs, but adds an analysis of lifestyles as explicated in the work of social
anthropologist Mary Douglas, political scientist Aaron Wildavsky, and a number of other social scientists.
This manuscript is, at first, a guide to Rajasthan and India, and it is that but it is also more in that it considers
tourism from both an anthropological and sociological level.

Berger begins with statistics on tourism and other aspects of life in Rajasthan and India, and then considers
how tourism in India compares with tourism in other important tourism destinations. He refers to the
"Imaginary India" as the picture created in tourists' minds with the help of guidebooks, media, and the
Internet before they actually travel to India. He then discusses these representations and how they are
actually different from the country itself. The trip itself then becomes the search for the authentic India--the
goal is to find places before they are discovered. He calls this "Semiotic Rajasthan," where the
representations are compared to actuality. After offering a discussion of semiotic theory, it interprets and
analyzes a number of important aspects of Rajasthani and Indian culture such as: the Taj Mahal, the Palace
of Winds in Jaipur, the notorious rat temple in Deshnok, and sacred cows. Lastly, he discusses his own trip
and how the impact of Rajasthan did not fully register until he returned home.

This volume's strength lies in the author's ability to write in an accessible manner, assemble the project in an
interesting way, and include only that information which will guide the reader along the narrative trail. While
this manuscript really is a guidebook to Rajasthan, it could also serve as a good introduction to ethnography
for beginning students and an interested general audience. It moves from basic explanations, such as that of
semiotics, to complex applications all with the grace of good story telling.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Ames:

This book untitled The Golden Triangle: An Ethno-Semiotic Tour of Present-Day India to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Phyllis Baudoin:

The actual book The Golden Triangle: An Ethno-Semiotic Tour of Present-Day India will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book The Golden Triangle: An Ethno-
Semiotic Tour of Present-Day India is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ella Nebel:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you personally is The Golden Triangle: An Ethno-Semiotic Tour of Present-Day India this reserve consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Alice Edwards:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
is The Golden Triangle: An Ethno-Semiotic Tour of Present-Day India.
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