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Dueling Discourses offers qualitative and quantitative analyses of the linguistic and discursive forms utilized
by opposing lawyers in their closing arguments during criminal trials. Laura Felton Rosulek analyzes how
these arguments construct contrasting representations of the same realities, applying the insights and
methodologies of critical discourse analysis and systemic functional linguistics to a corpus of arguments
from seventeen trials. Her analysis suggests that silencing (omitting relevant information), de-emphasizing
(giving information comparatively less attention and focus), and emphasizing (giving information
comparatively more attention and focus) are the key communicative devices that lawyers rely on to create
their summations. Through these processes, lawyers' lexical, syntactic, thematic, and discursive patterns,
both within individual narratives and across whole arguments, function together to create versions of reality
that reflect each individual lawyer's goals and biases.

The first detailed analysis of closing arguments, this book will significantly improve our understanding of
courtroom discourse. Furthermore, as previous research on all genres of discourse has examined
exclusion/inclusion and de-emphasis/emphasis as separate issues rather than as steps on a continuum, this
book will advance the field of discourse analysis by establishing the ubiquity of these phenomena.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Henderson:

The book Dueling Discourses: The Construction of Reality in Closing Arguments (Oxford Studies in
Language and Law) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave the great thing like a book Dueling Discourses: The Construction of Reality in Closing Arguments
(Oxford Studies in Language and Law)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim
in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Dueling Discourses: The Construction of Reality in Closing Arguments (Oxford Studies in Language
and Law) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Bruce Mull:

This Dueling Discourses: The Construction of Reality in Closing Arguments (Oxford Studies in Language
and Law) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get
by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Dueling Discourses: The
Construction of Reality in Closing Arguments (Oxford Studies in Language and Law) without we understand
teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry Dueling Discourses: The Construction of Reality in Closing Arguments (Oxford Studies in Language
and Law) can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Dueling Discourses: The Construction of
Reality in Closing Arguments (Oxford Studies in Language and Law) having excellent arrangement in word
in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Amy Parr:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Dueling Discourses: The Construction of
Reality in Closing Arguments (Oxford Studies in Language and Law) why because the great cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Linda Soto:

You can obtain this Dueling Discourses: The Construction of Reality in Closing Arguments (Oxford Studies
in Language and Law) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your



solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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