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To consider comedy in its many incarnations is to raise diverse but related questions: what, for instance, is
humour, and how may it be used (or abused)? When do we laugh, and why? What is it that writers and
speakers enjoy - and risk - when they tell a joke, indulge in bathos, talk nonsense, or encourage irony?

This Very Short Introduction explores comedy both as a literary genre, and as a range of non-literary
phenomena, experiences and events. Matthew Bevis studies the classics of comic drama, prose fiction and
poetry, alongside forms of pantomime, comic opera, silent cinema, popular music, Broadway shows, music-
hall, stand-up and circus acts, rom-coms, sketch shows, sit-coms, caricatures, and cartoons.

Taking in scenes from Aristophanes to The Office, from the Roman Saturnalia to Groundhog Day, Bevis
also considers comic theory from Aristotle to Freud and beyond, tracing how comic achievements have
resisted as well as confirmed theory across the ages.

This book takes comedy seriously without taking it solemnly, and offers an engaging study of the comic
spirit which lies at the heart of our shared social and cultural life.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Weimer:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Paul Dubose:

The book Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) being your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a guide Comedy: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Andre Smith:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Comedy: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
become your personal starter.

Jesus Allgood:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book,
any other book likes Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to make your spare time



far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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