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This book explores how the governmental elitesin Australia, Britain, Canada, New Zealand, and South
Africa understand their Westminster system. It examinesin detail four interrelated features of Westminster
systems. Firstly, the increasing centralisation in collective, responsible cabinet government. Second, the
constitutional convention of ministerial and collective responsibility. Third, the role of a professional, non-
partisan public service. And finaly,

parliament's relationship to the executive. The authors explain the changes that have occured in the
Westminster model by analysing four traditions: royal prerogative, responsible government, constitutional
bureaucracy, and representative government. They suggest that each tradition has a recurring

dilemma, between centralisation and decentralisation, party government and ministerial responsibility,
professionalisation and politicisation, and finally elitism and participation. They go on to argue that these
dilemmas recur in four present-day debates: the growth of prime ministerial power, the decline in individual
and collective ministerial accountability, politicisation of the public service, and executive dominance of the
legislature. They conclude by identifying five meanings of - or

narratives about - Westminster. Firstly, 'Westminster as heritage' - elite actors shared governmental narrative
understood as both precedents and nostalgia. Second, 'Westminster as political tool' - the expedient cloak
worn by governments and politicians to defend themselves and criticise opponents.

Third, 'Westminster as legitimising tradition’ - providing legitimacy and a context for elite actions, serving as
apoint of reference to navigate this uncertain world. Fourth, 'Westminster asinstitutional category' - it
remains a useful descriptor of aloose family of governments with shared origins and characteristics. Finaly,
"‘Westminster as an effective political system' - it isamore effective and efficient political system than
consensual parliamentary governments. Westminster isa

flexible family of ideas that is useful for many purposes and survives, even thrives, because of its meaning in
use to élite actors.
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From reader reviews:
Kevin Gans:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Comparing Westminster can be very good book to read.
May beit isusually best activity to you.

Gerald Sosa:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Comparing Westminster provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Chung England:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Comparing
Westminster which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

TravisMahon:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Comparing Westminster or perhaps others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are
helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Comparing
Westminster to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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