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In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, type for newspapers and books was set one letter at a time,
and the manufacturers of the metal type used in the printing trade were called typefounders. This prominent
yet rarely documented industry was essential to the development of modern American publishing and was
particularly prevalent in St. Louis. In Recasting a Craft: St. Louis Typefounders Respond to Industrialization,
Robert A. Mullen recognizes the city’s significant contributions to typefounding and details how the craft
fundamentally changed through mechanization, growth, and the creation of a large conglomerate.

Like many trades of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries that were eventually lost to industrialization,
the typefoundries of St. Louis grew from small shops to factories with organized labor. Mullen describes
three distinct periods of the industry that emerged in St. Louis’s typefounding trade: the early struggles in
establishing the industry there, the period of intense competition and creative enterprise, and the proliferation
of new companies that appealed to those customers who felt alienated by the monopolizing older companies.

Mullen discusses at length the technological, social, and demographic foundations of the immense growth of
the trade in the nineteenth century, identifying the changes in typographical design and the demand for it in
the new era of advertising. He also profiles the workers, working conditions, and labor issues—such as the
failed industry-wide strike of 1903—that emerged as the craft of typefounding entered the industrial age.
More than two hundred type designs that originated with the St. Louis firms are listed in an appendix with
examples of each face. The volume also contains a list of the catalogs of the St. Louis typefoundries known
to exist in the public and academic libraries of the United States.
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From reader reviews:

John Oliver:

The book Recasting a Craft: St. Louis Typefounders Respond to Industrialization make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Recasting a Craft: St. Louis Typefounders Respond to Industrialization for being your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like wide open and read a book Recasting a Craft: St. Louis Typefounders
Respond to Industrialization. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Joyce Murphy:

This Recasting a Craft: St. Louis Typefounders Respond to Industrialization are usually reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Recasting a Craft: St. Louis
Typefounders Respond to Industrialization can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Recasting a Craft: St. Louis Typefounders
Respond to Industrialization forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Douglas Johnson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Recasting a Craft: St. Louis Typefounders Respond to Industrialization your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get before. The Recasting a Craft: St. Louis Typefounders Respond to
Industrialization giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Clark Abeyta:

You can find this Recasting a Craft: St. Louis Typefounders Respond to Industrialization by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you



enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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