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Counterculture icon and best-selling author of the anti-authoritarian novels One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest and Sometimes a Great Notion, Ken Kesey said he was “too young to be a beatnik and too old to be a
hippie.” It’s All a Kind of Magic is the first biography of Kesey. It reveals a youthful life of brilliance and
eccentricity that encompassed wrestling, writing, farming, magic and ventriloquism, CIA-funded
experiments with hallucinatory drugs, and a notable cast of characters that would come to include Wallace
Stegner, Larry McMurtry, Tom Wolfe, Neal Cassady, Timothy Leary, the Grateful Dead, and Hunter S.
Thompson.

            Based on meticulous research and many interviews with friends and family, Rick Dodgson’s
biography documents Kesey’s early life, from his time growing up in Oregon through his college years, his
first drug experiences, and the writing of his most famous books. While a graduate student in creative writing
at Stanford University in the late 1950s and early 1960s, Kesey worked the night shift at the Menlo Park
Veterans Administration hospital, where he earned extra money taking LSD and other psychedelic drugs for
medical studies. Soon he and his bohemian crowd of friends were using the same substances to conduct their
own experiments, exploring the frontiers of their minds and testing the boundaries of their society.

            With the success of One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, Kesey moved to La Honda, California, in the
foothills of San Mateo County, creating a scene that Hunter S. Thompson remembered as the “world capital
of madness.” There, Kesey and his growing band of Merry Prankster friends began hosting psychedelic
parties and living a “hippie” lifestyle before anyone knew what that meant. Tom Wolfe’s book The Electric
Kool-Aid Acid Test mythologized Kesey’s adventures in the 1960s.

            Illustrated with rarely seen photographs, It’s All a Kind of Magic depicts a precocious young man
brimming with self-confidence and ambition who—through talent, instinct, and fearless spectacle—made his
life into a performance, a wild magic act that electrified American and world culture.

“Rick Dodgson has pored over Kesey’s published and unpublished writings, interviews, and historical
records to write a colorful biography of this charismatic American character. The resulting portrayal
challenges assumptions about Kesey’s place in the counterculture.”—Journal of American History

 

“Dodgson’s painstaking research unearths hidden gems of Kesey’s life that marked him as a fascinating
figure.”—H-Net
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Hollander:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled It's All a Kind of Magic: The Young Ken Kesey can be fine book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Dustin Singh:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is actually It's All a Kind of Magic: The Young Ken Kesey.

Shannon Bland:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like It's All a Kind of Magic: The Young
Ken Kesey which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Russell Fielder:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This It's All a Kind of Magic: The
Young Ken Kesey can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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