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After the siege ended at Wounded Knee, the real battle had yet to be fought. The 1973 standoff in South
Dakota between Oglala Lakota Indians and federal lawmen led to the criminal prosecution of American
Indian Movement leaders Dennis Banks and Russell Means. The ten-month trial had all the earmarks of a
political tribunal; with the defense led by William Kunstler and the prosecution backed by the Nixon
administration, it became a media battle for public opinion.

This first book-length study of the Wounded Knee trials demonstrates the impact that legal institutions and
the media have on political dissent. It also shows how the dissenters as defendants can influence these
institutions and the surrounding political and cultural climate. AIM and its attorneys successfully turned the
courtroom into a political forum on the history of U.S.-Indian relations but were often frustrated in telling
their story by the need to observe legal procedures--and by the media's stereotyping them as Indian warriors
or sixties militants. John Sayer draws on court records, news reports, and interviews with participants to
show how the defense, and ultimately the prosecution, had to respond continually to legal constraints, media
coverage, and political events taking place outside the courtroom.

Although Banks and Means and most of the other protesters were acquitted, Sayer notes that the confinement
of AIM protests to the courtroom robbed the movement of considerable momentum. Ghost Dancing the Law
shows how legal proceedings can effectively quell dissent and represents both a critical chapter in the
struggle of Native Americans and an important milestone at the crossroads of law and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Hampton:

The book Ghost Dancing the Law: The Wounded Knee Trials can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Ghost
Dancing the Law: The Wounded Knee Trials? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book Ghost Dancing the Law: The Wounded Knee Trials has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Carl White:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Ghost Dancing the Law: The Wounded Knee Trials as your daily
resource information.

Lisa Thomason:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Ghost Dancing the Law: The Wounded Knee Trials or
perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book
likes Ghost Dancing the Law: The Wounded Knee Trials to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this.

Macie Austin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Ghost Dancing the



Law: The Wounded Knee Trials.
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