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Michel Gobat deftly interweaves political, economic, cultural, and diplomatic history to analyze the reactions
of Nicaraguans to U.S. intervention in their country from the heyday of Manifest Destiny in the
mid–nineteenth century through the U.S. occupation of 1912–33. Drawing on extensive research in
Nicaraguan and U.S. archives, Gobat accounts for two seeming paradoxes that have long eluded historians of
Latin America: that Nicaraguans so strongly embraced U.S. political, economic, and cultural forms to defend
their own nationality against U.S. imposition and that the country’s wealthiest and most Americanized elites
were transformed from leading supporters of U.S. imperial rule into some of its greatest opponents.

Gobat focuses primarily on the reactions of the elites to Americanization, because the power and identity of
these Nicaraguans were the most significantly affected by U.S. imperial rule. He describes their adoption of
aspects of “the American way of life” in the mid–nineteenth century as strategic rather than wholesale.
Chronicling the U.S. occupation of 1912–33, he argues that the anti-American turn of Nicaragua’s most
Americanized oligarchs stemmed largely from the efforts of U.S. bankers, marines, and missionaries to
spread their own version of the American dream. In part, the oligarchs’ reversal reflected their anguish over
the 1920s rise of Protestantism, the “modern woman,” and other “vices of modernity” emanating from the
United States. But it also responded to the unintended ways that U.S. modernization efforts enabled peasants
to weaken landlord power. Gobat demonstrates that the U.S. occupation so profoundly affected Nicaragua
that it helped engender the Sandino Rebellion of 1927–33, the Somoza dictatorship of 1936–79, and the
Sandinista Revolution of 1979–90.
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From reader reviews:

James Goodman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Confronting the American Dream: Nicaragua
under U.S. Imperial Rule (American Encounters/Global Interactions) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kurt Hooper:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a book. The book Confronting the American Dream: Nicaragua under U.S. Imperial Rule
(American Encounters/Global Interactions) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Gordon Woods:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Confronting the American Dream: Nicaragua under
U.S. Imperial Rule (American Encounters/Global Interactions) or maybe others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Confronting the
American Dream: Nicaragua under U.S. Imperial Rule (American Encounters/Global Interactions) to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Jose Roberts:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or



just looking for the Confronting the American Dream: Nicaragua under U.S. Imperial Rule (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) when you required it?
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