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John Taylor Gatto’s Weapons of Mass Instruction, now available in paperback, focuses on mechanisms of
traditional education that cripple imagination, discourage critical thinking, and create a false view of learning
as a byproduct of rote-memorization drills. Gatto’s earlier book, Dumbing Us Down, introduced the now-
famous expression of the title into the common vernacular. Weapons of Mass Instruction adds another
chilling metaphor to the brief against conventional schooling.

Gatto demonstrates that the harm school inflicts is rational and deliberate. The real function of pedagogy, he
argues, is to render the common population manageable. To that end, young people must be conditioned to
rely upon experts, to remain divided from natural alliances, and to accept disconnections from their own
lived experiences. They must at all costs be discouraged from developing self-reliance and independence.

Escaping this trap requires strategy Gatto calls “open source learning” which imposes no artificial divisions
between learning and life. Through this alternative approach, our children can avoid being
indoctrinated—only then that can they achieve self-knowledge, judgment, and courage.
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From reader reviews:

Richard McCain:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Weapons of Mass Instruction: A Schoolteacher's Journey Through the
Dark World of Compulsory Schooling book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You
will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving Weapons of Mass Instruction: A
Schoolteacher's Journey Through the Dark World of Compulsory Schooling content conveys the idea easily
to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Weapons of Mass Instruction: A Schoolteacher's
Journey Through the Dark World of Compulsory Schooling is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Joseph Bolden:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This Weapons of Mass Instruction: A
Schoolteacher's Journey Through the Dark World of Compulsory Schooling is simple bringing you can read
it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Evelyn Nielson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Weapons of Mass Instruction: A Schoolteacher's
Journey Through the Dark World of Compulsory Schooling was bright colored and of course has pictures on
the website. As we know that book Weapons of Mass Instruction: A Schoolteacher's Journey Through the
Dark World of Compulsory Schooling has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading that will.

Carolyn Rodriguez:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Weapons of Mass Instruction: A Schoolteacher's
Journey Through the Dark World of Compulsory Schooling to make your current reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Weapons of Mass Instruction:
A Schoolteacher's Journey Through the Dark World of Compulsory Schooling can to be your new friend



when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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