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Until now the advent of Western romantic love has been seen as a liberation from—or antidote to—ten
centuries of misogyny. In this major contribution to gender studies, R. Howard Bloch demonstrates how
similar the ubiquitous antifeminism of medieval times and the romantic idealization of woman actually are.

Through analyses of a broad range of patristic and medieval texts, Bloch explores the Christian construction
of gender in which the flesh is feminized, the feminine is aestheticized, and aesthetics are condemned in
theological terms. Tracing the underlying theme of virginity from the Church Fathers to the courtly poets,
Bloch establishes the continuity between early Christian antifeminism and the idealization of woman that
emerged in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. In conclusion he explains the likely social, economic, and
legal causes for the seeming inversion of the terms of misogyny into those of an idealizing tradition of love
that exists alongside its earlier avatar until the current era.

This startling study will be of great value to students of medieval literature as well asto historians of culture
and gender.
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From reader reviews:
Janie Ross:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for al peoplein
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Medieval Misogyny and the
Invention of Western Romantic Love. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. Y ou can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Jose Miller:

Now aday people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of
Western Romantic Love book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the datain
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Anne Shibata:

The publication with title Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love has ot of
information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book. This book exist
new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Brenda Luna:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you arein the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.
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