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In the present book, Pauline Phemister argues against traditional Anglo-American interpretations of Leibniz
as an idealist who conceives ultimate reality as a plurality of mind-like immaterial beings and for whom
physical bodies are ultimately unreal and our perceptions of them illusory. Re-reading the texts without the
prior assumption of idealism allows the more material aspects of Leibniz's metaphysics to emerge. Leibniz is
found to advance a synthesis of idealism and materialism. His ontology posits indivisible, living, animal-like
corporeal substances as the real metaphysical constituents of the universe; his epistemology combines sense-
experience and reason; and his ethics fuses confused perceptions and insensible appetites with distinct
perceptions and rational choice. In the light of his sustained commitment to the reality of bodies, Phemister
re-examines his dynamics, the doctrine of pre-established harmony and his views on freedom. The image of
Leibniz as a rationalist philosopher who values activity and reason over passivity and sense-experience is
replaced by the one of a philosopher who recognises that, in the created world, there can only be activity if
there is also passivity; minds, souls and forms if there is also matter; good if there is evil; perfection if there
is imperfection.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Delarosa:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Leibniz and the
Natural World: 58 (The New Synthese Historical Library)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Zachary Foushee:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more
time to be study. Leibniz and the Natural World: 58 (The New Synthese Historical Library) can be your
answer as it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Joyce Williams:

Beside this specific Leibniz and the Natural World: 58 (The New Synthese Historical Library) in your phone,
it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Leibniz and the Natural World: 58 (The New Synthese Historical Library)
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book along with read it from currently!

Joy Becker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different
hobby. So you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
is actually Leibniz and the Natural World: 58 (The New Synthese Historical Library).
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