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In colonial Latin America, social identity did not correlate neatly with fixed categories of race and ethnicity.
As Imperial Subjects demonstrates, from the early years of Spanish and Portuguese rule, understandings of
race and ethnicity were fluid. In this collection, historians offer nuanced interpretations of identity as they
investigate how Iberian settlers, African slaves, Native Americans, and their multi-ethnic progeny
understood who they were as individuals, as members of various communities, and as imperial subjects. The
contributors’ explorations of the relationship between colonial ideologies of difference and the identities
historical actors presented span the entire colonial period and beyond: from early contact to the legacy of
colonial identities in the new republics of the nineteenth century. The volume includes essays on the major
colonial centers of Mexico, Peru, and Brazil, as well as the Caribbean basin and the imperial borderlands.

Whether analyzing cases in which the Inquisition found that the individuals before it were “legally” Indians
and thus exempt from prosecution, or considering late-eighteenth- and early-nineteenth-century petitions for
declarations of whiteness that entitled the mixed-race recipients to the legal and social benefits enjoyed by
whites, the book’s contributors approach the question of identity by examining interactions between imperial
subjects and colonial institutions. Colonial mandates, rulings, and legislation worked in conjunction with the
exercise and negotiation of power between individual officials and an array of social actors engaged in
countless brief interactions. Identities emerged out of the interplay between internalized understandings of
self and group association and externalized social norms and categories.

Contributors. Karen D. Caplan, R. Douglas Cope, Mariana L. R. Dantas, María Elena Díaz, Andrew B.
Fisher, Jane Mangan, Jeremy Ravi Mumford, Matthew D. O’Hara, Cynthia Radding, Sergio Serulnikov,
Irene Silverblatt, David Tavárez, Ann Twinam
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

The book Imperial Subjects: Race and Identity in Colonial Latin America (Latin America Otherwise) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave the great thing like a book Imperial Subjects: Race and Identity in Colonial Latin America (Latin
America Otherwise)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Imperial Subjects: Race and Identity in Colonial Latin America (Latin America Otherwise) has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Peter Schmidt:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Imperial Subjects: Race and Identity in
Colonial Latin America (Latin America Otherwise) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Mark Bottoms:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Imperial Subjects: Race and Identity in Colonial Latin America (Latin America Otherwise), you are able to
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a book.

Debra Espiritu:

You can find this Imperial Subjects: Race and Identity in Colonial Latin America (Latin America Otherwise)
by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed
but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more



information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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