
Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists
Can't Predict the Future

Orrin H. Pilkey, Linda Pilkey-Jarvis

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B006VFJK9A
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B006VFJK9A
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B006VFJK9A


Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists Can't
Predict the Future

Orrin H. Pilkey, Linda Pilkey-Jarvis

Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists Can't Predict the Future Orrin H. Pilkey, Linda
Pilkey-Jarvis

Noted coastal geologist Orrin Pilkey and environmental scientist Linda Pilkey-Jarvis show that the
quantitative mathematical models policy makers and government administrators use to form environmental
policies are seriously flawed. Based on unrealistic and sometimes false assumptions, these models often
yield answers that support unwise policies.

Writing for the general, nonmathematician reader and using examples from throughout the environmental
sciences, Pilkey and Pilkey-Jarvis show how unquestioned faith in mathematical models can blind us to the
hard data and sound judgment of experienced scientific fieldwork. They begin with a riveting account of the
extinction of the North Atlantic cod on the Grand Banks of Canada. Next they engage in a general discussion
of the limitations of many models across a broad array of crucial environmental subjects.

The book offers fascinating case studies depicting how the seductiveness of quantitative models has led to
unmanageable nuclear waste disposal practices, poisoned mining sites, unjustifiable faith in predicted sea
level rise rates, bad predictions of future shoreline erosion rates, overoptimistic cost estimates of artificial
beaches, and a host of other thorny problems. The authors demonstrate how many modelers have been
reckless, employing fudge factors to assure "correct" answers and caring little if their models actually
worked.

A timely and urgent book written in an engaging style, Useless Arithmetic evaluates the assumptions behind
models, the nature of the field data, and the dialogue between modelers and their "customers."
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From reader reviews:

April Wages:

This book untitled Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists Can't Predict the Future to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Martha Silva:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists Can't Predict the Future your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists
Can't Predict the Future giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving
you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Karolyn Kaufman:

You may get this Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists Can't Predict the Future by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.

Julia Barr:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of book
Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists Can't Predict the Future. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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