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In the twentieth century, Americans have increasingly looked to the schools--and, in particular, to the
nation's colleges and universities--as guardians of the cherished national ideal of equality of opportunity.
With the best jobs increasingly monopolized by those with higher education, the opportunity to attend
college has become an integral part of the American dream of upward mobility. The two-year college--which
now enrolls more than four million students in over 900 institutions--is a central expression of this dream,
and its invention at the turn of the century constituted one of the great innovations in the history of American
education. By offering students of limited means the opportunity to start higher education at home and to
later transfer to a four-year institution, the two-year school provided a major new pathway to a college
diploma--and to the nation's growing professional and managerial classes.
But in the past two decades, the community college has undergone a profound change, shifting its emphasis
from liberal-arts transfer courses to terminal vocational programs. Drawing on developments nationwide as
well as in the specific case of Massachusetts, Steven Brint and Jerome Karabel offer a history of community
colleges in America, explaining why this shift has occurred after years of student resistance and examining
its implications for upward mobility. As the authors argue in this exhaustively researched and pioneering
study, the junior college has always faced the contradictory task of extending a college education to the
hitherto excluded, while diverting the majority of them from the nation's four-year colleges and universities.
Very early on, two-year college administrators perceived vocational training for "semi-professional" work as
their and their students' most secure long-term niche in the educational hierarchy. With two thirds of all
community college students enrolled in vocational programs, the authors contend that the dream of education
as a route to upward mobility, as well as the ideal of equal educational opportunity for all, are seriously
threatened.
With the growing public debate about the state of American higher education and with more than half of all
first-time degree-credit students now enrolled in community colleges, a full-scale, historically grounded
examination of their place in American life is long overdue. This landmark study provides such an
examination, and in so doing, casts critical light on what is distinctive not only about American education,
but American society itself.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Abbott:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Diverted Dream: Community Colleges and the Promise of Educational Opportunity in America, 1900-
1985, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a reserve.

Daniel Gordon:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is The Diverted Dream: Community Colleges and the Promise of Educational Opportunity in America,
1900-1985.

Steven Young:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Diverted Dream: Community
Colleges and the Promise of Educational Opportunity in America, 1900-1985 guide written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still question The Diverted Dream: Community Colleges and the Promise of Educational
Opportunity in America, 1900-1985 as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one
guide that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Helen Noyola:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Diverted Dream: Community Colleges and the
Promise of Educational Opportunity in America, 1900-1985 can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a



geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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