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The words "left" and "right" often signal a political divide in debates about topics as diverse as abortion,
capital punishment, gun control, social welfare, taxation, immigration, and the environment. Despite claims
that political polarization is in decline, its persistence suggests that it is inherent to our society. At the same
time, variations in the perception of each side indicate that these labels do not fully capture the reality of
ideological disagreement.

In Left and Right, Christopher Cochrane traces the origins of this political language to the very nature of
ideology. What is ideology, what does it look like, and how does it manifest itself in patterns of political
disagreement in Western democracies? Drawing on five decades of evidence from political scientists,
including public opinion surveys, elite surveys, and content analysis of political party election platforms,
Cochrane employs a new method to analyze the structure and evolution of the left/right divide in twenty-one
Western countries since 1945. He then delves into the central argument of the book - that the language of left
and right describes a meaningful, perceptible, and quantifiable pattern of political disagreement that has
persisted over time and around the world.

Calling for an adjustment to the way we view Canadian politics, Left and Right opens a window into the
world of political ideologies - a world we see every day, but rarely analyze, define, or agree on.
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Kamp:

This Left and Right: The Small World of Political Ideas (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance)
book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper
an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Left and Right: The Small World of
Political Ideas (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance) without we understand teach the one who
reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Left and Right: The
Small World of Political Ideas (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance) can bring if you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Left and Right: The Small World of Political Ideas (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban
Governance) having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested
in reading.

Eric Beasley:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Left and Right: The Small World of
Political Ideas (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance) that give your fun preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Left
and Right: The Small World of Political Ideas (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance) become your
own personal starter.

Christina Ruiz:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Left and Right: The Small World of Political Ideas (McGill-Queen's
Studies in Urban Governance) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jillian Harrington:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Left and Right: The Small World of Political Ideas
(McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we



know that book Left and Right: The Small World of Political Ideas (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban
Governance) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make
you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try
to like reading in which.
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