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For evolutionary biologists, the concept of chance has always played a significant role in the formation of
evolutionary theory. As far back as Greek antiquity, chance and "luck" were key factors in understanding the
natural world. Chance is not just an important concept; it is an entire way of thinking about nature. And as
Curtis Johnson shows, it is also one of the key ideas that separates Charles Darwin from other systematic
biologists of his time. Studying the concept of chance in Darwin's writing reveals core ideas in his theory of
evolution, as well as his reflections on design, purpose, and randomness in nature's progression over the
course of history.

In Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin, Curtis Johnson examines Darwin's
early notebooks, his collected correspondence (now in 19 volumes), and most of his published writing to
trace the evolution of his ideas about chance in evolution. This proved to be one of Darwin's most
controversial ideas among his reading public, so much so that it drew hostile reactions even from Darwin's
scientific friends, not to mention the more general reader. The firestorm of criticism forced Darwin to forge a
retreat, not in terms of removing chance from his theory--his commitment to it was unshakable--but in terms
of how he chose to present his theory. Briefly, by changing his wording and by introducing metaphors and
images (the stone-house metaphor, the evolution of giraffes, and others), Darwin succeeded in making his
ideas seem less threatening than before without actually changing his views. Randomness remained a focal
point for Darwin throughout his life. Through the lens of randomness, Johnson reveals implications of
Darwin's views for religion, free will, and moral theory. Darwin's Dice presents a new way to look at
Darwinist thought and the writings of Charles Darwin.
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From reader reviews:

Gertrude Barrett:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question because
just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in
the Thought of Charles Darwin to read.

Michael Taylor:

This book untitled Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Justin Davis:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Darwin's Dice: The Idea of
Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And
so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Angela Rodriguez:

You can obtain this Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed
but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.
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