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Counter to popular perceptions, contemporary American sociology is and promotes a profoundly sacred
project at heart. Sociology today is in fact animated by sacred impulses, driven by sacred commitments, and
serves a sacred project.

Sociology appears on the surface to be a secular, scientific enterprise--its founding fathers were mostly
atheists. Its basic operating premises are secular and naturalistic. Sociologists today are disproportionately
not religious, compared to all Americans, and often irreligious.

The Sacred Project of American Sociology shows, counter-intuitively, that the secular enterprise that
everyday sociology appears to be pursuing is actually not what is really going on at sociology's deepest level.
Christian Smith conducts a self-reflexive, tables-turning, cultural and institutional sociology of the
profession of American sociology itself, showing that this allegedly secular discipline ironically expresses
Emile Durkheim's inescapable sacred, exemplifies its own versions of Marxist false consciousness, and
generates a spirited reaction against Max Weber's melancholically observed disenchantment of the world.

American sociology does not escape the analytical net that it casts over the rest of the ordinary world.
Sociology itself is a part of that very human, very social, often very sacred and spiritual world. And
sociology's ironic mis-recognition of its own sacred project leads to a variety of arguably self-destructive and
distorting tendencies. This book re-asserts a vision for what sociology is most important for, in contrast with
its current commitments, and calls sociologists back to a more honest, fair, and healthy vision of its purpose.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Cuellar:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Sacred Project of American Sociology.

Arthur Pascual:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Sacred Project of American
Sociology is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Timothy Quintero:

This The Sacred Project of American Sociology is great reserve for you because the content and that is full
of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Sacred Project
of American Sociology in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that.
So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Carolyn Lew:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to your account is The Sacred Project of American Sociology this book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study
when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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