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In the spring of 1959, eighteen-year-old Bruce Lee returned to San Francisco, the city of his birth, and
quickly inserted himself into the West Coast’s fledgling martial arts culture. Even though Asian fighting
styles were widely unknown to mainstream America, Bruce encountered a robust fight culture in a San
Francisco Bay area that was populated with talented and trailblazing practitioners such as Lau Bun,
Chinatown’s aging kung fu patriarch; Wally Jay, the innovative Hawaiian jujitsu master; and James Lee, the
no-nonsense Oakland street fighter. Regarded by some as a brash loudmouth and by others as a dynamic
visionary, Bruce spent his first few years back in America advocating a more modern approach to the martial
arts and showing little regard for the damaged egos left in his wake. 

In the Chinese calendar, 1964 was the Year of the Green Dragon. It would be a challenging and eventful year
for Bruce. He would broadcast his dissenting view before the first great international martial arts gathering
and then defend it by facing down Chinatown’s young ace kung fu practitioner in a legendary behind-closed-
doors high noon–style showdown. The Year of the Green Dragon saw the dawn of martial arts in America
and the rise of an icon.

Drawing on more than one hundred original interviews and an eclectic array of sources, Striking Distance is
an engrossing narrative chronicling San Francisco Bay’s pioneering martial arts scene as it thrived in the
early 1960s and offers an in-depth look at a widely unknown chapter of Bruce Lee’s iconic life.
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From reader reviews:

Willard Griffin:

The book Striking Distance: Bruce Lee and the Dawn of Martial Arts in America make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Striking
Distance: Bruce Lee and the Dawn of Martial Arts in America to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like open up and read a book Striking Distance: Bruce Lee and the Dawn of Martial Arts in
America. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this reserve?

Brian Griffith:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to
answer that question because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Striking Distance: Bruce Lee
and the Dawn of Martial Arts in America to read.

James Furlow:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Striking Distance: Bruce Lee and
the Dawn of Martial Arts in America which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.

Cheryl Edgerly:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled
update of news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
in search of the Striking Distance: Bruce Lee and the Dawn of Martial Arts in America when you required it?
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