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“Lots of people have dreams, but C. Vivian Stringer is the dream—a coalminer’s daughter who believed
when her Poppa told her there was no obstacle she could not surmount. And she lives that dream, teaching
others to rise up to meet challenges, turning underdogs into champions again and again—on and off the
court. This is the quintessential American story, of a woman and of a family pulling together against the
odds. Standing Tall offers an important message of hope to so many.”
—John Chaney, Hall of Fame college basketball coach

At a time when heroes are too rare, C. Vivian Stringer sets a shining example. She has time and again shown
character, fortitude, and heart, both on and off the hardwood, and in the face of unbearable loss. In Standing
Tall, she shares her remarkable life story, inspiring us to find this fortitude within ourselves.

“Work hard, and don’t look for excuses,” Stringer’s parents told her, “and you can achieve anything.” But
her faith and perseverance would be tested many times. A gifted athlete, she had to fight for a place on an
all-white cheerleading squad in the sixties. In 1981, just as her coaching career was taking off, her fourteen-
month-old daughter, Nina, was stricken with spinal meningitis. Nina would never walk or talk again. Still
grieving, Stringer brought a small, poor, historically black college to the national championships—a triumph
hailed as “Hoosiers with an all-female cast.” In 1991, her husband, Bill—her staunchest supporter, the father
of her children, and the love of her life—fell dead of a sudden heart attack, but that same year, she led yet
another young team to the Final Four. Through these dark times and others—including her bout with cancer,
shared here for the first time—Stringer has carried her burdens with grace. Given her history, it was no
surprise that she led her team to respond to Don Imus’s slurs with dignity and courage.

Standing Tall is a story of quiet strength in the face of punishing odds. Above all, it is an extraordinary love
story—love for the game, for the players she has coached, for her close-knit family, and for the husband she
lost far too soon. It will resonate long after the last page.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Hill:

The book Standing Tall: A Memoir of Tragedy and Triumph can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Standing Tall: A
Memoir of Tragedy and Triumph? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Standing Tall: A Memoir of Tragedy and Triumph has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Joyce Cassady:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Standing Tall: A Memoir of Tragedy
and Triumph that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all
of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit,
you are able to pick Standing Tall: A Memoir of Tragedy and Triumph become your own starter.

Sophia Hartman:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Standing Tall: A Memoir of
Tragedy and Triumph can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Louetta Cantrell:

You can find this Standing Tall: A Memoir of Tragedy and Triumph by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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