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Fort de Chartres, built in 1719-1720 in the heart of what would become the American Midwest, embodied
French colonial power for half a century. Lives of Fort de Chartres, by David MacDonald, details the French
colonial experience in Illinois from 1720 to 1770 through vivid depictions of the places, people, and events
around the fort and its neighboring villages.

 

In the first section, MacDonald explores the fascinating history of French Illinois and the role of Fort de
Chartres in this history, focusing on native peoples, settlers, slaves, soldiers, villages, trade routes, military
administration, and the decline of French rule in Illinois. The second section profiles the fort’s twelve
distinctive and often colorful commandants, who also served as administrative heads of French Illinois.
These men’s strong personalities served them well when dealing simultaneously with troops, civilians, and
Indians and their multifaceted cultures. In the third section, MacDonald presents ten thought-provoking
biographies of people whose lives intersected with Fort de Chartres in various ways, from a Kaskaskia Indian
woman known as “the Mother of French Illinois” to an ill-fated chicken thief and a European aristocrat.
Subjects treated in the book include French–Native American relations, the fur trade, early Illinois
agriculture, and tensions among different religious orders. Together, the biographies and historical narrative
in the volume illuminate the challenges that shaped the French colonies in America.

 

The site of Fort de Chartres, recognized as a National Historic Landmark in 1966, still exists today as a
testament to the ways in which French, British, Spanish, and American histories have intertwined. Both
informative and entertaining, Lives of Fort de Chartres contributes to a more complete understanding of the
French colonial experience in the Midwest and portrays a vital and vigorous community well worth our
appreciation.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Landa:

The reserve untitled Lives of Fort de Chartres: Commandants, Soldiers, and Civilians in French Illinois,
1720-1770 (Shawnee Books) is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information
that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Lives of Fort de
Chartres: Commandants, Soldiers, and Civilians in French Illinois, 1720-1770 (Shawnee Books) from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Irene Parker:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Lives of Fort de Chartres: Commandants,
Soldiers, and Civilians in French Illinois, 1720-1770 (Shawnee Books) publication written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still hesitation Lives of Fort de Chartres: Commandants, Soldiers, and Civilians in
French Illinois, 1720-1770 (Shawnee Books) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the
content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Lisa Keener:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known
as of book Lives of Fort de Chartres: Commandants, Soldiers, and Civilians in French Illinois, 1720-1770
(Shawnee Books). You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.

Janice Leon:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With
the book Lives of Fort de Chartres: Commandants, Soldiers, and Civilians in French Illinois, 1720-1770
(Shawnee Books) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative
person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be
doubt to change your life by this book Lives of Fort de Chartres: Commandants, Soldiers, and Civilians in



French Illinois, 1720-1770 (Shawnee Books). You can more appealing than now.
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