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Of al the major figures of the Civil War era, Confederate general John Bankhead Magruder is perhaps the
least understood. The third-ranking officer in Virginia s forces behind Robert E. Lee and Joseph E. Johnston,
Magruder left no diary, no completed memoirs, no will, not even afamily Bible. There are no geneal ogical
records and very few surviving personal papers. Unsurprisingly, then, much existing literature about
Magruder contains incorrect information. In John Bankhead Magruder, an exhaustive biography that reflects
more than thirty years of painstaking archival research, Thomas M. Settles remedies the many factual
inaccuracies surrounding this enigmatic man and his military career.

Settles traces Magruder’ s family back to its seventeenth-century British American origins, describes his
educational endeavors at the University of Virginiaand West Point, and details his early military career and
his leading role as an artillerist in the war with Mexico. Tall, handsome, and flamboyant, Magruder earned
the nickname “Prince John” from his army friends and was known for hisimpeccable manners and social
brilliance. When Virginia seceded in April of 1861, Prince John resigned his commission in the U.S. Army
and offered his services to the Confederacy.

Magruder won the opening battle of the Civil War at Big Bethel. Later, in spite of severe shortages of
weapons and supplies and alack of support from Jefferson Davis, Judah P. Benjamin, Samuel Cooper, and
Joseph E. Johnston, Prince John, with just 13,600 men, held his position on the Peninsula for a month against
George B. McCléllan’s 105,000-man Federal army. This successful stand, at atime when Richmond was
exceedingly vulnerable, provided, according to Settles, John Magruder’ s greatest contribution to the
Confederacy.

Following the Seven Days' battles, however, his commanders harshly criticized Magruder for being too slow
at Savage Station, then too rash at Malvern Hill and they transferred him to command the District of Texas,
New Mexico, and Arizona. In Texas, he skillfully recaptured the port of Galveston in early 1863 and held it
for the Confederacy until the end of the war. After the war, he joined the Confederate exodus to Mexico but
eventually returned to the United States, living in New Y ork City and New Orleans before settling in
Houston, where he died on February 18, 1871.

John Bankhead Magruder offers fresh insight into many aspects of the genera’s life and legacy, including
his alleged excesses, his family relationships, and the period between Magruder’ s death and his
memorialization into the canon of Lost Cause mythology. With engaging prose and impressive research,
Settles brings this vibrant Civil War figureto life.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Gabd!:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
correct. Because start from on guarderia until university need this specific John Bankhead Magruder: A
Military Reappraisal (Southern Biography Series) to read.

Sally Rose:

This John Bankhead Magruder: A Military Reappraisal (Southern Biography Series) is great guide for you
because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still haveto
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can
claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information
init. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having John Bankhead Magruder: A Military Reappraisal (Southern Biography Series)
in your hand like getting the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So, thisis
certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Lowell Bohler:

The book untitled John Bankhead Magruder: A Military Reappraisal (Southern Biography Series) contain a
lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very
clear and understandabl e all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is possibleto
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice examine.

Tanya McGaha:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and John Bankhead Magruder: A Military
Reappraisal (Southern Biography Series) or others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those guides are hel ping them to include their knowledge. In various other case,



beside science guide, any other book likes John Bankhead Magruder: A Military Reappraisal (Southern
Biography Series) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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