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Whilst there have been many memoirs written by U-boat commanders of the Second World War, a book
such as this, based upon the diaries of a senior Petty Officer telegraphist, written in 'real time' is something
very special. Wolfgang Hirschfeld, whose diaries Geoffrey Brooks has translated is a born story teller.

The principal chapters describe his experiences during six war patrols in U-109, in which he served as the
senior telegraphist. His is a tale which covers the whole kaleidescope of emotions shared by men at war - a
story of immense courage and fortitude, of remarkable comradeship born of the dangers, frustrations and
privations shared and of transitory moments of triumph.

Throughout runs a vein of humour, without which resistance to stress would have been virtually impossible.
We get to know one of Germany's great U-boat aces, 'Ajax' Bleichrodt, holder of the Knight's Cross of the
Iron Cross with Oak Leaves and, in a special biographical appendix, learn how he finally cracked under the
strain. The role of Admiral Karl Donitz, the dynamic commander of the U-boat service, so fascinatingly
described by Hirschfeld, is of special interest - not least because even this dedicated Nazi had clearly realized
by September, 1942, that the war was fast being lost.

In 1944 Hirschfeld was promoted Warrant Officer and found himself on a large, schnorkel-equipped boat
(U-234) heading for Japan with a load of high technology equipment and, in addition, a quantity of uranium
ore. The possible significance of that uranium has been deeply researched by Geoffrey Brooks and is
discussed in a second appendix.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Musick:

With other case, little persons like to read book Hirschfeld: The Secret Diary of a U-Boat NCO, 1940-1946.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new
book Hirschfeld: The Secret Diary of a U-Boat NCO, 1940-1946. You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Linda Gaitan:

The reserve with title Hirschfeld: The Secret Diary of a U-Boat NCO, 1940-1946 has lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Michael Brown:

Hirschfeld: The Secret Diary of a U-Boat NCO, 1940-1946 can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Hirschfeld: The Secret
Diary of a U-Boat NCO, 1940-1946 yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial thinking.

Kathleen Huckaby:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's soul or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Hirschfeld: The Secret Diary of a U-Boat NCO, 1940-1946 can make you
experience more interested to read.
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