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When as a child shefirst saw a canoe gliding on Lake Alexander in central Minnesota, Sue Leaf was
mesmerized. The enchantment stayed with her and shimmers throughout this book as we join Leaf and her
family in canoeing the waterways of North America, always on the lookout for the good life amid the
splendors and surprises of the natural world.

The journey begins with atrip to the border lakes of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, then
wanders into the many beautiful little rivers of Minnesota and Wisconsin, the provincial parks of Canada, the
Louisiana bayou, and the arid West. A biologist and birder, Leaf considers natural history and geology,
noticing which plants are growing along the water and which birds are flitting among the branches. Traveling
the routes of the Ojibwe, voyageurs, and map-making explorers, she reflects on the region’s history, peopling
her pages with Lewis and Clark, Jean Lafitte, Henry Schoolcraft, and Canada s Group of Seven artists. Part
travelogue, part natural and cultural history, Portage is the memoir of one family’ s thirty-five-year venture
into the watery expanse of the world. Through sunny days and stormy hours and a few hair-raising moments,
Sue and her husband, Tom, celebrate anniversaries on the water; haul their four kids along on family
adventures; and occasionally make the paddle a social outing with friends. Along the way they contend with
their own human nature: they run rapids when it would have been wiser to portage, take portages and learn
truths about aging, avoid portages and ponder risk-taking. Through it all, out in the open, in the wild, in the
blue, exploring the river means encountering life—good decisions and missed chances, risks and surprises,
and the inevitable changes that occur as a family canoes through time and learns what it means to be human
in this natural world.
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From reader reviews:
Antonio Duncan:

This Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the Search for the Good Life book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actualy read a
lot of information you will get. That Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the Search for the Good Life without
we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the Search for the Good Life can bring if you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the Search for the Good Life having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Angela Drew:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can
get alot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyonein thisworld
could share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also
they write about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authorsin thisworld
alwaystry to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their
book. One of them is this Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the Search for the Good Life.

Stephanie Armstrong:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the Search
for the Good Life reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your persona hunger then you still hesitation Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the
Search for the Good Life as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one guide
that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

Annie Resnick:

Beside this particular Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the Search for the Good Life in your phone, it could

give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you fedl like an aged people livein narrow village. It is
good thing to have Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the Search for the Good Life because this book offersto



your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here

cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to missit? Find this
book aswell asread it from today!
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