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The government of Yemen, unified since 1990, remains largely incapable of controlling violence or
providing goods and services to its population, but the regime continues to endure despite its fragility and
peripheral location in the global political and economic order. Revealing what holds Yemen together in such
tenuous circumstances, Peripheral Visions shows how citizens form national attachments even in the
absence of strong state institutions.

Lisa Wedeen, who spent a year and a half in Yemen observing and interviewing its residents, argues that
national solidarity in such weak states tends to arise not from attachments to institutions but through both
extraordinary events and the ordinary activities of everyday life. Yemenis, for example, regularly gather to
chew qat, a leafy drug similar to caffeine, as they engage in wide-ranging and sometimes influential public
discussions of even the most divisive political and social issues. These lively debates exemplify Wedeen’s
contention that democratic, national, and pious solidarities work as ongoing, performative practices that
enact and reproduce a citizenry’s shared points of reference. Ultimately, her skillful evocations of such
practices shift attention away from a narrow focus on government institutions and electoral competition and
toward the substantive experience of participatory politics.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Linton:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Peripheral
Visions: Publics, Power, and Performance in Yemen (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning)? Maybe it is
being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Homer Simon:

Here thing why this particular Peripheral Visions: Publics, Power, and Performance in Yemen (Chicago
Studies in Practices of Meaning) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not.
Peripheral Visions: Publics, Power, and Performance in Yemen (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning)
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide
that similar with Peripheral Visions: Publics, Power, and Performance in Yemen (Chicago Studies in
Practices of Meaning). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Peripheral Visions: Publics, Power, and
Performance in Yemen (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) in e-book can be your substitute.

Robert Caldwell:

The book Peripheral Visions: Publics, Power, and Performance in Yemen (Chicago Studies in Practices of
Meaning) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking
over this book.

Danna Bullock:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book
Peripheral Visions: Publics, Power, and Performance in Yemen (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning)
we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this
book Peripheral Visions: Publics, Power, and Performance in Yemen (Chicago Studies in Practices of



Meaning). You can more attractive than now.
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