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[L]egal charity has not only taken freedom of movement from the English poor but also from those who are
threatened by poverty.
-from "Memoir on Pauperism"

Inspired by a trip to England at a time when that nation was in the throes of political, social, and economic
strife and poverty was rampant, political philosopher Alexis de Tocqueville developed his theories on civil
society as it relates to its poorest members and set them down in this 1835 essay.

With keen insight, he explains:
. why the richest nations have the most paupers
. why private charity is more likely to alleviate poverty than government aid
. how good intentions backfire to produce a chronically dependent underclass.

The political and economic situations Tocqueville examines are immediately recognizable as one that haunts
the world's richest nations today, and his lessons are still to be learned. This is an important book for our
unsteady times.

Also available from Cosimo Classics: Tocqueville's Selected Letters on Politics and Society.

French writer ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE (1805-1859) was born in Paris and practiced law before
embarking on travels in America to study the young nation's political experiment. The result, the two-volume
Democracy in America (1835, 1840), is considered a classic discourse on 19th-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Ham:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled MEMOIR ON PAUPERISM: Does Public Charity Produce an Idle and
Dependent Class of Society?. Try to the actual book MEMOIR ON PAUPERISM: Does Public Charity
Produce an Idle and Dependent Class of Society? as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when
you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So
, we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Robert Rochester:

The book MEMOIR ON PAUPERISM: Does Public Charity Produce an Idle and Dependent Class of
Society? make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make looking at a book MEMOIR ON PAUPERISM: Does Public Charity Produce an
Idle and Dependent Class of Society? to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like open and read a e-book MEMOIR ON PAUPERISM: Does Public Charity Produce an Idle and
Dependent Class of Society?. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Evan Reyes:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book
MEMOIR ON PAUPERISM: Does Public Charity Produce an Idle and Dependent Class of Society?. You'll
be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is MEMOIR ON PAUPERISM: Does Public



Charity Produce an Idle and Dependent Class of Society?.
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