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As our 27th president from 1909 to 1913, and then as chief justice of the Supreme Court from 1921 to 1930,
William Howard Taft was the only man ever to lead two of America's three governing branches. But
between these two well-documented periods in office, there lies an eight-year patch of largely unexplored
political wilderness. It was during this time, after all, that Taft somehow managed to rise from his
ignominious defeat by both Woodrow Wilson and Theodore Roosevelt in the 1912 election to achieve his
lifelong goal of becoming chief justice. In the first in-depth look at this period in Taft's singular career,
eminent presidential historian Lewis L. Gould reveals how a man often derided for his lack of political
acumen made his way through the hazards of Republican affairs to gain his objective.

In the years between the presidency and the Supreme Court Taft was, as one commentator observed, "the
greatest of globe trotters for humanity." Gould tracks him as he crisscrosses the country from 1913 through
the summer of 1921, the inveterate traveler reinventing himself as an elder Republican statesman with no
visible political ambition beyond informing and serving the public. Taft was, however, working the long
game, serving on the National War Labor Board, fighting for the League of Nations, teaching law and
constitutional history at Yale, making up his differences with Roosevelt, all while negotiating the Republican
Party's antipathy and his own intense dislike of Woodrow Wilson, whose wartime policies and battle for the
league he was bound to support. Throughout, his judicial ambition shaped his actions, with surprising
adroitness.

This account of Taft's journey from the White House to the Supreme Court fills a large gap in our
understanding of an important American politician and jurist. It also discloses how intricate and complicated
public affairs had become during the era of World War I and its aftermath, an era in which William Howard
Taft, as a shrewd commentator on the political scene, a resourceful practitioner of party politics, and a man
of consummate ambition, made a significant and lasting mark.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Jara:

In other case, little persons like to read book Chief Executive to Chief Justice: Taft betwixt the White House
and Supreme Court. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important any book Chief Executive to Chief Justice: Taft betwixt the White House and
Supreme Court. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we
can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Sandra Bland:

This Chief Executive to Chief Justice: Taft betwixt the White House and Supreme Court book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This Chief Executive to Chief Justice: Taft betwixt the White House
and Supreme Court without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Chief Executive to Chief Justice: Taft betwixt the White House and
Supreme Court can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Chief Executive to Chief Justice: Taft betwixt the
White House and Supreme Court having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Dina Hirsch:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Chief Executive to Chief Justice: Taft
betwixt the White House and Supreme Court is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Chief Executive to Chief Justice: Taft betwixt the White House and Supreme Court when you desired it?
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