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Renowned evolutionary biologists Peter and Rosemary Grant have produced landmark studies of the
Galápagos finches first made famous by Charles Darwin. In How and Why Species Multiply, they offered a
complete evolutionary history of Darwin's finches since their origin almost three million years ago. Now, in
their richly illustrated new book, 40 Years of Evolution, the authors turn their attention to events taking place
on a contemporary scale. By continuously tracking finch populations over a period of four decades, they
uncover the causes and consequences of significant events leading to evolutionary changes in species.

The authors used a vast and unparalleled range of ecological, behavioral, and genetic data--including song
recordings, DNA analyses, and feeding and breeding behavior--to measure changes in finch populations on
the small island of Daphne Major in the Galápagos archipelago. They find that natural selection happens
repeatedly, that finches hybridize and exchange genes rarely, and that they compete for scarce food in times
of drought, with the remarkable result that the finch populations today differ significantly in average beak
size and shape from those of forty years ago. The authors' most spectacular discovery is the initiation and
establishment of a new lineage that now behaves as a new species, differing from others in size, song, and
other characteristics. The authors emphasize the immeasurable value of continuous long-term studies of
natural populations and of critical opportunities for detecting and understanding rare but significant events.

By following the fates of finches for several generations, 40 Years of Evolution offers unparalleled insights
into ecological and evolutionary changes in natural environments.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Arnett:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take 40 Years of Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major Island as your daily
resource information.

Emma Peterson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love 40 Years of Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne
Major Island, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Donald Benson:

This 40 Years of Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major Island is new way for you who has curiosity
to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this 40 Years of Evolution:
Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major Island can be the light food for you because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Steven Burley:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book 40 Years of Evolution: Darwin's Finches
on Daphne Major Island to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and read it. Beside that the book 40 Years of Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major Island can



to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this
time.
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