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Hercules, Zeus, Thor, Gilgamesh--these are the figures that leap to mind when we think of myth. But to
David Leeming, myths are more than stories of deities and fantastic beings from non-Christian cultures.
Myth is at once the most particular and the most universal feature of civilization, representing common
concerns that each society voicesin its own idiom. Whether an Egyptian story of creation or the big-bang
theory of modern physics, myth is metaphor, mirroring our deepest sense of ourselvesin relation to existence
itself. Now, in The World of Myth, Leeming provides a sweeping anthology of myths, ranging from ancient
Egypt and Greece to the Polynesian islands and modern science. We read stories of great floods from the
ancient Babylonians, Hebrews, Chinese, and Mayans; tales of apocaypse from India, the Norse, Christianity,
and modern science; myths of the mother goddess from Native American Hopi culture and James Lovel ocks
Gaia. Leeming has culled myths from Aztec, Greek, African, Australian Aboriginal, Japanese, Moslem,
Hittite, Celtic, Chinese, and Persian cultures, offering one of the most wide-ranging collections of what he
calls the collective dreams of humanity. More important, he has organized these myths according to a
number of themes, comparing and contrasting how various societies have addressed similar concerns, or
have told similar stories. In the section on dying gods, for example, both Odin and Jesus sacrifice themselves
to renew the world, each dying on atree. Such traditions, he proposes, may have their roots in societies of
the distant past, which would ritually sacrifice their kingsto renew the tribe. In The World of Myth, David
Leeming takes us on ajourney not through a maze of falsehood but through a marvellous world of metaphor,
metaphor for the story of the relationship between the known and the unknown, both around us and within
us. Fantastic, tragic, bizarre, sometimes funny, the myths he presents speak of the most fundamental human
experience, apart of what Joseph Campbell called the wonderful song of the souls high adventure.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Hay:

This book untitled The World of Myth: An Anthology to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will easily
to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
thereis no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Charles Aranda;

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be The World of Myth: An Anthology why because the great cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic
as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Scott Hicks:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of many books
in the top collection in your reading list is definitely The World of Myth: An Anthology. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Annie Rose:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The World of Myth: An Anthology was colorful and
of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book The World of Myth: An Anthology has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think
that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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