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"Do you know why I write so much? Because as long as you read, we are together."
-- Raizel Garncarz (Sala's sister),
April 24, 1941

Few family secrets have the power both to transform lives and to fill in crucial gaps in world history. But
then, few families have a mother and a daughter quite like Sala and Ann Kirschner. For nearly fifty years,
Sala kept a secret: She had survived five years as a slave in seven different Nazi work camps. Living in
America after the war, she kept from her children any hint of her epic, inhuman odyssey. She held on to
more than 350 letters, photographs, and a diary without ever mentioning them. Only in 1991, on the eve of
heart surgery, did she suddenly present them to Ann and offer to answer any questions her daughter wished
to ask. It was a life-changing moment for her scholar, writer, and entrepreneur daughter.

We know surprisingly little about the vast network of Nazi labor camps, where imprisoned Jews built
railroads and highways, churned out munitions and materiel, and otherwise supported the limitless needs of
the Nazi war machine. This book gives us an insider's account: Conditions were brutal. Death rates were
high. As the war dragged on and the Nazis retreated, inmates were force-marched across hundreds of miles,
or packed into cattle cars for grim journeys from one camp to another. When Sala first reported to a camp in
Geppersdorf, Poland, at the age of sixteen, she thought it would be for six weeks. Five years later, she was
still at a labor camp and only she and two of her sisters remained alive of an extended family of fifty. In the
first years of the conflict, Sala was aided by her close friend Ala Gertner, who would later lead an uprising at
Auschwitz and be executed just weeks before the liberation of that camp. Sala was also helped by other key
friends. Yet above all, she survived thanks to the slender threads of support expressed in the letters of her
friends and family. She kept them at great personal risk, and it is astonishing that she was able to receive as
many as she did. With their heartwrenching expressions of longing, love, and hope, they offer a testament to
the human spirit, an indomitable impulse even in the face of monstrosity.

Sala's Gift is a rare book, a gift from Ann to her mother, and a great gift from both women to the world.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Labelle:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Sala's Gift: My Mother's Holocaust Story.

Jordan Sena:

The book Sala's Gift: My Mother's Holocaust Story can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Sala's Gift: My
Mother's Holocaust Story? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Sala's Gift:
My Mother's Holocaust Story has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Denita Lumley:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Sala's Gift: My Mother's Holocaust Story why because the
amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jessica Adkins:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sala's Gift: My Mother's Holocaust Story can
be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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