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In this boldly intimate and intelligent blend of personal memoir, social history, and cultural criticism, Susan
Griffin profoundly illuminates our understanding of illness. She explores its physical, emotional, spiritual,
and social aspects, revealing how it magnifies our yearning for connection and reconciliation.

Griffin begins with a gripping account of her own harrowing experiences with Chronic Fatigue and Immune
Dysfunction Syndrome (CFIDS), a potentially life-threatening illness that has been misconstrued and
marginalized through the label "psychosomatic." Faced with terrifying bouts of fatigue, pain, and diminished
thinking, the shame of illness, and the difficulty of being told you are "not really ill," she was driven to
understand how early childhood loss made her susceptible to disease.

Alongside her own story, Griffin weaves in her fascinating interpretation of the story of Marie du Plessis,
popularized as the fictional Camille, an eighteenth-century courtesan whose young life was taken by
tuberculosis. In the old story, Griffin finds contemporary themes of "money, bills, creditors, class, social
standing, who is acceptable and who not, who is to be protected and who abandoned." In our current
economy, she sees "how to be sick can impoverish, how poverty increases the misery of sickness, and how
the implicit violence of this process wounds the soul as well as the body."

Griffin insists that we must tell our stories to maintain our own integrity and authority, so that the sources of
suffering become visible and validated. She writes passionately of a society where we are all cared for
through "the rootedness of our connections. How the wound of being allowed to suffer points to a need to
meet at the deepest level, to make an exchange at the nadir of life and death, the giving and taking which will
weave a more spacious fabric of existence, communitas, community." Her views of the larger problems of
illness and society are deeply illuminating.
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From reader reviews:

James Shipp:

The book What Her Body Thought make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make looking at a book What Her Body Thought to become your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a publication What Her Body Thought.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this publication?

James Turco:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title What Her Body
Thought suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled
What Her Body Thoughtis a single of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Craig Nazario:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
What Her Body Thought.

David Auman:

Beside that What Her Body Thought in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have What Her
Body Thought because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you
don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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