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What did it mean to be a scientist before the profession itself existed? Jan Golinski finds an answer in the
remarkable career of Humphry Davy, the foremost chemist of his day and one of the most distinguished
British men of science of the nineteenth century. Originally a country boy from a modest background, Davy
was propelled by his scientific accomplishments to a knighthood and the presidency of the Royal Society. An
enigmatic figure to his contemporaries, Davy has continued to elude the efforts of biographers to classify
him: poet, friend to Coleridge and Wordsworth, author of travel narratives and a book on fishing, chemist
and inventor of the miners’ safety lamp. What are we to make of such a man?
           
In The Experimental Self, Golinski argues that Davy’s life is best understood as a prolonged process of self-
experimentation. He follows Davy from his youthful enthusiasm for physiological experiment through his
self-fashioning as a man of science in a period when the path to a scientific career was not as well-trodden as
it is today. What emerges is a portrait of Davy as a creative fashioner of his own identity through a lifelong
series of experiments in selfhood.
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From reader reviews:

Nelson Berg:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the
Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis).

Renee Middleton:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book The Experimental Self:
Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis) will make you to become smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

David McCabe:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis) provide you
with a new experience in reading through a book.

Larhonda Kennedy:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy
and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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