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At the height of the Cold War in 1964, President Johnson announced a new aircraft dedicated to strategic
reconnaissance. The Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird spy plane flew more than three-and-a-half times the speed
of sound, so fast that no other aircraft could catch it. Above 80,000 feet, its pilots had to wear full-pressure
flight suits similar to what was used aboard the space shuttle. Developed by the renowned Lockheed Skunk
Works, the SR-71 was an awesome aircraft in every respect, and it took the world by storm.
 
The SR-71 was in service with the U.S. Air Force from 1964 to 1998, when it was withdrawn from use,
superseded by satellite technology. Twelve of the thirty-two aircraft were destroyed in accidents, but none
were ever lost to enemy action.
 
Throughout its thirty-four-year career, the SR-71 was the world’s fastest and highest-flying operational
manned aircraft. It set world records for altitude and speed: an absolute altitude record of 85,069 feet on July
28, 1974, and an absolute speed record of 2,193.2 miles per hour on the same day. On September 1, 1974, it
set a speed and time record over a recognized course between New York and London (3,508 miles) of
1,435.587 miles per hour and an elapsed time of 1 hour, 54 minutes, 56.4 seconds.
 
SR-71 covers every aspect of the SR-71’s development, manufacture, modification, and active service from
the insider’s perspective of one its pilots and is lavishly illustrated with more than 200 photos.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Howard:

This book untitled SR-71 to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason
to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Gregory Morrow:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this SR-71 e-book written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still skepticism SR-71 as good book not only by the cover but also from the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Ray Chung:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The SR-71 provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Lewis Shafer:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
the book SR-71 we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative
person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life with that book SR-71. You can more desirable than now.
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