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In power for forty-four years and counting, Fidel Castro has done everything possible to define Cuba to the
world and to itself -- yet not even he has been able to control the thoughts and dreams of his people. Those
thoughts and dreams are the basis for what may become a post-Castro Cuba. To more fully understand the
future of America's near neighbor, veteran reporter Eugene Robinson knew exactly where to look -- or
rather, to listen. In this provocative work, Robinson takes us on a sweaty, pulsating, and lyrical tour of a
country on the verge of revolution, using its musicians as a window into its present and future.

Music is the mother's milk of Cuban culture. Cubans express their fondest hopes, their frustrations, even
their political dissent, through music. Most Americans think only of salsa and the Buena Vista Social Club
when they think of the music of Cuba, yet those styles are but a piece of a broad musical spectrum. Just as
the West learned more about China after the Cultural Revolution by watching From Mao to Mozart, so will
readers discover the real Cuba -- the living, breathing, dying, yet striving Cuba.

Cuban music is both wildly exuberant and achingly melancholy. A thick stew of African and European
elements, it is astoundingly rich and influential to have come from such a tiny island. From rap stars who
defy the government in their lyrics to violinists and pianists who attend the world's last Soviet-style
conservatory to international pop stars who could make millions abroad yet choose to stay and work for
peanuts, Robinson introduces us to unforgettable characters who happily bring him into their homes and
backstage discussions.

Despite Castro's attempts to shut down nightclubs, obstruct artists, and subsidize only what he wants, the
musicians and dancers of Cuba cannot stop, much less behave. Cubans move through their complicated lives
the way they move on the dance floor, dashing and darting and spinning on a dime, seducing joy and
fulfillment and next week's supply of food out of a broken system. Then at night they take to the real dance
floors and invent fantastic new steps. Last Dance in Havana is heartwrenching, yet ultimately as joyous and
hopeful as a rocking club late on a Saturday night.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Hamlin:

The book Last Dance in Havana can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Last Dance in Havana? A number
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Last Dance in Havana has simple shape however
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Patrick Pierce:

The guide with title Last Dance in Havana contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book
in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Angela Souther:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a e-book. The book Last Dance in Havana it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

John Cotton:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. Last Dance in Havana can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those
short spare time problems.
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