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It might not have the been the revolution that Mary Wollstonecraft called for in A Vindication of the Rights
of Woman (1792), but the Romantic era did witness a dramatic change in women's lives. Combining literary
and cultural history, this richly illustrated volume brings back to life a remarkable, though frequently
overlooked, group of women who transformed British culture and inspired new ways of understanding
feminine roles and female sexuality.

What was this revolution like? Women were expected to be more moral, more constrained, and more private
than in the eighteenth century, when women such as Georgiana Cavendish, Duchess of Devonshire crafted
bold public personas. Genteel women no longer laughed aloud at bawdy jokes and noblewomen ran charity
bazaars instead of private casinos. By 1800, motherhood had become a sacred calling and women who could
afford to do so devoted themselves to the home. While this idealization of domesticity kept some women off
the streets, it afforded others new opportunities. Often working from home, women wrote novels and poetry,
sculpted busts, painted portraits, and conducted scientific research. They also seized the chance to do good,
and crafted new public roles for themselves as philanthropists and reformers.

Now-obscure female astronomers, photographers, sculptors, and mathematicians share these pages with
celebrated writers such as Mary Shelley, her mother Mary Wollstonecraft, and Mary Robinson, who in
addition to being a novelist and actress was also the mistress of the Prince of Wales. This book also makes
full use of The New York Public Library's extensive collections, including graphic works and caricatures
from the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, manuscripts, hand-colored illustrations, broadsides,
drawings, oil paintings, notebooks, albums and early photographs. These vivid, beautiful, and often
humorous images depict these women, their works, and their social and domestic worlds.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Before Victoria: Extraordinary Women of the
British Romantic Era. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important the book Before Victoria: Extraordinary Women of the British Romantic Era. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Richard Horgan:

Why? Because this Before Victoria: Extraordinary Women of the British Romantic Era is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

June Slater:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Before Victoria: Extraordinary
Women of the British Romantic Era book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
question Before Victoria: Extraordinary Women of the British Romantic Era as good book not just by the
cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its include, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Tony Hogan:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Before Victoria: Extraordinary Women of the British Romantic Era when you needed it?
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