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Despite contemporary attempts to revive myth, this book argues that we are living in a world without myth
and looks at what this means for humankind.

In this provocative work, Sophia Heller challenges the assumption that we cannot be without myth, that myth
is necessary to vital, soulful living. Indeed, Heller argues, we have been living in a world without myth for a
long time. The Absence of Myth examines the loss of a religious mode of being-in-the-world and
demonstrates how theorists who insist on the presence of myth deny its historical end.

Absence of myth may seem obvious: evidenced by our lack of cult and ritual, and by our de-animated natural
world, as well as in the emergence of conceptual thought and psychological awareness, which could only
arise with the dissolution of a prereflective (mythic) mode of being-in-the-world. But what appears to be
straightforward becomes complicated when myth is intentionally conflated with thought and reflection,
usually in the attempt to cultivate a “mythic consciousness” that aims to restore meaning to life and assuage
the spiritual malaise of contemporary culture.

Myth cannot rest in peace. It must be continually unearthed, redefined, and recontextualized such that
modern and postmodern notions of myth are made to substitute for something that has never been
experienced, only imagined.

Sophia Heller is an independent scholar with a Ph.D. in Mythological Studies from Pacifica Graduate
Institute. She lives in Massachusetts.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Tucker:

This The Absence of Myth book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific The
Absence of Myth without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Absence of Myth can bring if you are and not make your bag space
or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The Absence
of Myth having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Donald Wexler:

The book The Absence of Myth will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style
to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you.
The book The Absence of Myth is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Sarah McClain:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled The Absence of Myth can be very good book to read. May be it can
be best activity to you.

Angeline Allison:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is The Absence of Myth.
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