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“Our intoxicated mother had marched the three of us out into what passed for a living room in the
cardboard and tarpaper shack we were existing in on the edge of Nowhere, New Hampshire. She assembled
us like an audience on the broken yellow sofa, and said, ‘I’m going to kill myself now, and it’s all your
father’s fault.’

“After the dramatic announcement, and once sure we were all looking at the tragedy playing out before us,
she took a bottle of sleeping pills out of her purse, and swallowed the entire contents, using vodka as the
lubricant.” —excerpt from page 44

Through determination, a deep faith in God, and belief in himself, Douglas MacKinnon has taken the pains
of his childhood and turned them into the fuel of compassion. Through his words, you can do the same.

 A Memoir with a Message

 It’s impossible for most of us to imagine what it would be like, as a nine-year-old child, to have your own
mother empty her .45 pistol into your cardboard bedroom wall, bullets flying above your head, as you hold
your baby sister close to protect her. We can’t imagine this, but Doug MacKinnon can. Doug can do more
than imagine—he can remember.

This very personal memoir is both heartbreaking and highly inspirational. In it, Douglas MacKinnon weaves
his astounding story as a desperately poor child and his triumphant transition from living in abject squalor to
becoming a White House writer who now has the political influence to change the system—especially as it
affects children.

But this book is more than the story of one man’s personal journey; it is a memoir with a message. Through
this message, the author not only inspires readers to move beyond their own difficulties, he also calls both
political parties to task for their shameful neglect of tens of millions of Americans. You’ll be riveted to the
story, moved to compassion, and inspired to see the world through new eyes.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Drake:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for us. The book Rolling Pennies in the Dark: A Memoir with a Message seemed
to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication Rolling Pennies in the Dark: A Memoir with a Message is not only
giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Rolling
Pennies in the Dark: A Memoir with a Message. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Maria Blanco:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Rolling Pennies in the Dark: A Memoir with a Message, you could tells your family, friends as well
as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Paul Breen:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a reserve. The book Rolling Pennies in the Dark: A Memoir with a Message it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has
high quality.

Walter Pyle:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Rolling Pennies in the Dark: A
Memoir with a Message to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and



mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Rolling Pennies in the Dark: A Memoir with a Message
can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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