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River of Tearsisthe first ethnography of Brazilian country music, one of the most popular genres in Brazil
yet least-known outside it. Beginning in the mid-1980s, commercial musical duos practicing misica
sertangja reached beyond their home in Brazil’ s central-southern region to become national bestsellers.
Rodeo events revolving around country music came to rival soccer matches in attendance. A revival of
folkloric rural music called misica caipira, heralded as musica sertaneja’ s ancestor, also took shape. And all
the while, large numbers of Brazilians in the central-south were moving to cities, using music to support the
claim that their Brazil wasfirst and foremost arural nation.

Since 1998, Alexander Sebastian Dent has analyzed rural music in the state of S&o Paulo, interviewing and
spending time with listeners, musicians, songwriters, journalists, record-company owners, and radio hosts.
Dent not only describes the production and reception of this music, he also explains why the genre
experienced such tremendous growth as Brazil transitioned from an era of dictatorship to a period of intense
neoliberal reform. Dent argues that rural genres reflect a widespread anxiety that change has been too radical
and has cometoo fast. In defining their music as rural, Brazil’ s country musicians—whose work circulates
largely in cities—are criticizing an increasingly inescapable urban life characterized by suppressed emotions
and an inattentiveness to the past. Their performances evoke ariver of tears flowing through alandscape of
loss—of love, of life in the countryside, and of man’s connections to the natural world.
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From reader reviews:
Cora Gallien:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book River of Tears: Country Music, Memory, and Modernity in
Brazil. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a book River of Tears: Country Music, Memory, and Modernity in Brazil. Y ou can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by just abook. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open abook or perhaps searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Eileen Smith:

The actual book River of Tears. Country Music, Memory, and Modernity in Brazil will bring that you the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain theideais very unique. When you try to find
new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book River of Tears. Country Music, Memory, and
Modernity in Brazil is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jose Gower :

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the information about
something that you need exampl e of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them isthis
River of Tears: Country Music, Memory, and Modernity in Brazil.

Larry Turner:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled River of Tears: Country Music, Memory, and Modernity in Brazil your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get ahead of. The River of Tears: Country Music, Memory, and Modernity in Brazil giving you
yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life
with thisera. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
out spare time activity?
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