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Many scholars and citizens alike have counted on civic groups to create broad ties that bind society. Some
hope that faith-based civic groups will spread their reach as government retreats. Yet few studies ask how, if
at all, civic groups reach out to their wider community. Can religious groups--long central in civic America--
create broad, empowering social ties in an unequal, diverse society?

Over three years, Paul Lichterman studied nine liberal and conservative Protestant-based volunteering and
advocacy projects in a mid-sized American city. He listened as these groups tried to create bridges with other
community groups, social service agencies, and low-income people, just as the 1996 welfare reforms were
taking effect. Counter to long-standing arguments, Lichterman discovered that powerful customs of
interaction inside the groups often stunted external ties and even shaped religion's impact on the groups.
Comparing groups, he found that successful bridges outward depend on group customs which invite
reflective, critical discussion about a group's place amid surrounding groups and institutions.

Combining insights from Alexis de Tocqueville, John Dewey, and Jane Addams with contemporary
sociology, Elusive Togetherness addresses enduring questions about civic and religious life that elude the
popular "social capital" concept. To create broad civic relationships, groups need more than the right
religious values, political beliefs, or resources. They must learn new ways of being groups.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Taylor:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Elusive Togetherness: Church Groups Trying to Bridge America's Divisions
(Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease
the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Elusive Togetherness: Church Groups Trying
to Bridge America's Divisions (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology) content conveys prospect easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different as it. So , do you still thinking Elusive Togetherness: Church Groups Trying to Bridge America's
Divisions (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Arthur Atwood:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of many books in the top record in your reading list is usually Elusive Togetherness: Church Groups Trying
to Bridge America's Divisions (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology). This book which can be qualified
as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this
book you can get many advantages.

Rachel Leadbetter:

You may get this Elusive Togetherness: Church Groups Trying to Bridge America's Divisions (Princeton
Studies in Cultural Sociology) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your
solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means
of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now,
you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Bobbie Freeman:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Elusive Togetherness: Church Groups Trying to Bridge America's Divisions (Princeton



Studies in Cultural Sociology) when you required it?
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