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America's Prophets: How Judicial Activism Makes America Great fills a major void in the popular literature
by providing a thorough definition and historical account of judicial activism and by arguing that it is a
method of prophetic adjudication which is essential to preserving American values. Dow confounds the
allegation of the Christian right that judicial activism is legally and morally unsound by tracing the roots of
American judicial activism to the methods of legal and moral interpretation developed by the prophets of the
Hebrew Bible. He claims that Isaiah, Amos, and Jesus are archetypal activist judges and, conversely, that
modern activist judges are America's prophets. Dow argues that judicial restraint is a priestly method of
adjudication and that it, not judicial activism, is the legally and morally unsound method.

Race and gender discrimination, separation of church and state, privacy rights, and same-sex marriage are all
issues that have divided our nation and required judicial intervention. Every time the courts address a hot-
button issue and strike down entrenched bias or bigotry, critics accuse the justices of being judicial activists,
whose decisions promote their personal biases and flout constitutional principles. This term, despite its
widespread currency as a pejorative, has never been rigorously defined. Critics of judicial activism properly
point out that when judges overturn laws that enforce popular norms they thwart the will of the majority. But
Dow argues that so-called activist judges uphold two other American legal values that are as deeply
embedded in American legal culture as majoritarianism: liberty and equality. He challenges the notion that
judicial activism is unprincipled, and he provides a vocabulary and historical context for defending
progressive decisions.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Haubrich:

The guide untitled America's Prophets: How Judicial Activism Makes America Great is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of America's Prophets: How Judicial Activism Makes America Great
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Ronald Johnson:

Why? Because this America's Prophets: How Judicial Activism Makes America Great is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Jose Laney:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
America's Prophets: How Judicial Activism Makes America Great provide you with a new experience in
studying a book.

Dewey Rascon:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is America's Prophets: How Judicial Activism Makes America Great this
book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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