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While many books have been written about gay writing, this is an account of male gay literature, across
cultures, languages, and from ancient times to the present. Working within the widest definitions of what
constitutes gay literature, it includes chapters on the significant periods of cultural history (the Greek and
Roman civilizations, the Middle Ages, the European Renaissance, the American Renaissance and the 20th
century), on major writers (Marlowe, Shakespeare, Proust, Wilde) and on common themes (boyhood,
mourning, masturbation). A work of reference as well as a history of a tradition, it covers a large field in
terms of time (from Homer to Edmund White), literary status (from cultural icons like Virgil and Dante to
popular novelists like Clive Barker and Dashiell Hammett), and location (from Mishima's Tokyo and Abu
Nuwas' Baghdada to David Leavitt's New York). The book also deals with representations of male-male love
by writers who were not themselves homosexual or bisexual men. It also addresses gaps, such as the lack of
a substantial literature of the gay holocaust and the dearth of gay writing in post-colonial African poetry. In
the breadth of its scope, the book confronts trends in Anglo-American gay studies, both by insisting on the
internationalism of homosexual culture and by reasserting a continuity of homo-erotic traditions between the
ancient world and the present. Furthermore, by declining to focus only on the most obvious authors and
texts, Woods succeeds in both widening the gay canon and reminding us of the large variety of gay works
within the mainstream. What emerges is a gay male literature that is far from peripheral to the world's major
cultural traditions. This work celebrates the complexity of the literature that gay men write, read, and offer to
the broadest market.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Lewis:

The book A History of Gay Literature: The Male Tradition make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book A History of
Gay Literature: The Male Tradition being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
start and read a e-book A History of Gay Literature: The Male Tradition. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Dallas Richardson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book A History of Gay Literature: The Male Tradition it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high
quality.

Robert Hansen:

The reason why? Because this A History of Gay Literature: The Male Tradition is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Mario Curtin:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book A History of Gay Literature: The Male Tradition was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A History of Gay Literature:
The Male Tradition has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for



you personally and try to like reading this.
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