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Widely acclaimed for her powerful explorations of race, womanhood, spirituality, and mortality, poet Lucille
Clifton has published thirteen volumes of poems since 1969 and has received numerous accolades for her
work, including the 2000 National Book Award for Blessing the Boats. Her verse is featured in almost every
anthology of contemporary poetry, and her readings draw large and enthusiastic audiences. Although
Clifton's poetry is a pleasure to read, it is neither as simple nor as blithely celebratory as readers sometimes
assume. The bursts of joy found in her polished, elegant lines are frequently set against a backdrop of regret
and sorrow. Alternately consoling, stimulating, and emotionally devastating, Clifton's poems are
unforgettable.

In Wild Blessings, Hilary Holladay offers the first full-length study of Clifton's poetry, drawing on a broad
knowledge of the American poetic tradition and African American poetry in particular. Holladay places
Clifton's poems in multiple contexts—personal, political, and literary—as she explicates major themes and
analyzes specific works: Clifton's poems about womanhood, a central concern throughout her career; her
fertility poems, which are provocatively compared with Sylvia Plath's poems on the same subject; her
relation to the Black Arts Movement and to other black female poets, such as Gwendolyn Brooks and Sonia
Sanchez; her biblical poems; her elegies; and her poignant family history, Generations, an extended prose
poem. In addition to a new preface written after Clifton's death in 2010, this updated edition includes an
epilogue that discusses the poetry collections she published after 2004.

Readers encountering Lucille Clifton's poems for the first time and those long familiar with her distinctive
voice will benefit from Hilary Holladay's striking insights and her illuminating interview with the influential
American poet.
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From reader reviews:

Eric McDonald:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern
Literary Studies).

Robert McKay:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Wild Blessings: The
Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well
known writer in this era. The book untitled Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary
Studies)is the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots
of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Sam Nielsen:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition of information. Even you love Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern
Literary Studies), you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Kimberly Casselman:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Wild Blessings: The
Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's observe.
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